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clerical work, so Dostoevsky rejoined the horde of his com-
rades.
The noncoms of the prison guard were former Baltic
sailors degraded to the ranks and sent to Siberia because they
had mutinied at the Navy School A year later they were
promoted to the ranks of noncoms and assigned to supervise
prisoners who did light jobs inside the prison. Sometimes the
"little sailors," as they were nicknamed, selected the convicts
for these light jobs, and as often as they could they chose
Dostoevsky. The Administration closed its eyes to such inno-
cent infractions to the regulations.
One day Dostoevsky stayed in the barracks to work in
the guardhouse. Suddenly Major Kryvtsov entered the room
and found Feodor Mikhailovich lying on his cot. He began
to shout: "What does this mean? Why is he not at work?"
"He is sick," said the sailor on duty.
"Nonsense! I know you always protect him! To the
guardhouse! Give him lashes!"
While preparations were being made for carrying out this
order, the sailor succeeded in warning the commandant of
the fortress. General De Grave came to the prison and pub-
licly forbade Major Kryvtsov to subject sick prisoners to
corporal punishment. Kryvtsov listened to the reprimand
standing at attention and purple with rage.
Troitsky, the chief physician of the prison hospital, also
was kind toward Dostoevsky. He often received Feodor in
the hospital after a summary examination and allowed him
to rest there for several days. Dostoevsky would put on a
gown filthy with pus and dried mucus, a dirty cotton cap,
and worn slippers. Everywhere on the walls and on the
sheets were suspicious stains of crushed bedbugs and vomit.